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If This Were to Be Lost (2016-17), painted birch plywood on scaffold, 1.9 x 19 m. In collaboration with The Green Backyard and commissioned by Metal, Peterborough.

 Supported by: Arts Council England; Seedbed Trust; Peterborough Presents; The Bartlett Visiting Research Fellowship, UCL (with Prof. Jane Rendell) 
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5. Understand publics for your work
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1. Understand purposes of documenting your practice

Theoretical considerations

- Consider the act of documenting as a process of archiving

- Why is documenting your work urgent and of value, to whom?

- Consider the distinction between documenting supposedly enduring 
materials and ephemeral/temporary artwork/embodied knowledges

- Holistically document your practice: processes, outcomes, outputs, public 
engagement, as well as your written evaluations
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1. Understand purposes of documenting your practice

Practical considerations

- Consider which stages of your practice are most important to document 

- For whom are you documenting your work - you, others?

- E.g. to develop your practice, solve a problem or record personal progress
- E.g. to engage publics in the encounter of your practice
- E.g. to apply for residencies, commissions, teaching and jobs of all kinds



The Green Backyard, Peterborough, 2015-16





Shed repurposed as darkroom, The Green Backyard, Peterborough



Cyanotype process, The Green Backyard, Peterborough



Lucy recording her testimony at The Green Backyard, Peterborough (27 September 2015)
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2. Understand practicalities of documenting your practice

Theoretical considerations

- When we document our work to a professional standard we publicly 
articulate the value of our practice - its themes, questions, methods, 
outcomes and even publics

- Documenting our work to a high standard helps communicate the value of 
creative practices for society

- Our excellence in documenting reflects positively on us all

- Consider documenting work as an extension of practice
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2. Understand practicalities of documenting your practice

Practical considerations

- Plan ahead

- Consider paying a professional to document your work

- Ensure you have quality equipment and appropriate skills 

- Select documentation techniques appropriate to your work 

- Consider different requirements for digital and physical outputs 



What is necessary here? (2014), photograph on billboard, installed at Thorpe Road, Peterborough (September 2014). Photograph: Jessie Brennan 



What is necessary here? (2014), photograph on billboard



Screwdriver, 19 × 23 cm Cotton lavender, 28.4 × 25 cm



Ashtray, 20.8 x 24.5 cm

Inside The Green Backyard 
(Opportunity Area) 
2015-16
installation (cyanotypes 
and audio) 
dimensions variable 
56:14 minutes

Photograph: Matthew 
Booth
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3. Understand ethics of documenting and presenting your practice

Theoretical considerations

- Benefit not harm 

- Our responsibilities as practitioners

- What does it mean to be critical? Be informed about critical contexts/
current debates relating to our topic/enquiry

- What does it mean to be ethical? Be accountable for the consequences of 
our representations of others, the implications of our message

- Consider how, by, for whom stories are produced, encountered, circulated
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3. Understand ethics of documenting and presenting your practice

Practical considerations

- Permissions

- Acknowledging, crediting, or anonymity

- Health and safety

- Participants’ right to withdraw

- Training in order to work with vulnerable people?

- Keeping in touch with participants 



The Green Backyard, Peterborough (co-founder and trustee Sophie Antonelli and trustee Jay Gearing hosting a community event, 2015)



Nina (age 7) recording her testimony at The Green Backyard, Peterborough (27 September 2015) 



Cyanotype workshops, The Green Backyard, Peterborough



Inside The Green Backyard (Opportunity Area), 2015-16, installation (cyanotypes and audio), dimensions variable, 56:14 minutes. 
Installation at Peterborough City Gallery and Museum (22 July - 28 August 2016). Photograph: Matthew Booth 
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4. Understand contexts for presenting your work

Theoretical considerations

- ‘Making public’ is a process of presenting that can be considered as 
democratising information, contributing to informed debate, and 
potentially engaging activism and change

- What is the purpose of ‘making public’ your work? 

- In which contexts might your work live, happen or be encountered? 

- Which outcome(s) will best communicate your intentions/ideas?
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4. Understand contexts for presenting your work

Practical considerations

- Select your best work: conceptually and technically resolved

- Edit to create a narrative that speaks to your publics

- Logistics, equipment, technical assistance

- Refine how you wish for your work to be encountered by publics

- Texts (biography, statement, artwork details) and press images

- Present only what is necessary



Inside The Green Backyard (Opportunity Area), 2015-16, installation (cyanotypes and audio), dimensions variable, 56:14 minutes. Installation at dalla Rosa Gallery, 

London (30 September - 29 October 2016). Photograph: Matthew Booth



Jessie Brennan, Re: development: Voices, Cyanotypes and Writings from The Green Backyard (London: Silent Grid, 2016). Photograph: Matthew Booth



Work in progress (cardboard and people) for If This Were to Be Lost, The Green Backyard, Peterborough (5 June 2016). Photograph: Jessie Brennan



If This Were to Be Lost (2016-17), painted birch plywood on scaffold, 1.9 x 19 m, The Green Backyard, Peterborough. Photograph: Jessie Brennan
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5. Understand publics for your work

Theoretical considerations

- Whom is your work for? 

- What public(s) do you wish to create? 

- Why is your work important, valuable or useful? 

- How does your work relate to existing history, theory and practice?

- Which output(s) will effectively circulate your work to your publics?
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Top 5 Tips

5. Understand publics for your work

Practical considerations

- How will you reach your intended publics?

- Focus publicity on specific publics - individuals with a stake in your topic

- How might you gather feedback from your publics?



Jessie Brennan, Re: development: Voices, Cyanotypes and Writings from The Green Backyard (London: Silent Grid, 2016). Photograph: Matthew Booth
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If This Were to Be Lost (2016-17), painted birch plywood on scaffold, 1.9 x 19 m, The Green Backyard, Peterborough. Photograph: Jessie Brennan



Jessie Brennan, 
Saving Peterborough’s 
Green Backyard: 
‘It’s a point of stillness 
in a crazy world’, 
The Guardian, 
3 November 2016 
(accessed 20 February 
2022)



If This Were to Be Lost (2016-17), painted birch plywood on scaffold, 1.9 x 19 m, The Green Backyard, Peterborough. Photograph: Tony Nero (29 July 2017)
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